
Minutes of Manresa Link Core Group meeting 
Thursday 31st August, 2017  

 
Prayer Led by Juliette 
 
Present  
Rob Hingley (Chair), Max Jourdier, Fr Simon Bishop, Juliet Fletcher, Maria Price, Linda Hills, Margaret 
Brittan, John Price. 
 
Apologies  
Mary Quinn (who is unlikely to be able to be actively involved or attend meetings in the foreseeable future 
because of sad family circumstances). 
Maureen Slattery-Marsh had been invited to join us ahead of her joining the Core Group in September, 
but also presented apologies. 
 
Minutes of last meeting were approved. 
 
Matters Arising 
1. Chair handover to be at AGM in September. 
2. New members of Core Group. Agreed to not continue with Mark Moreton solely because he is unsure 
about whether he is able to commit to the usual time period. Agreed that Rob will now approach Sandy 
Hewatt, followed by Kathryn Darby if Sandy is unable or unwilling to join. 
3. Annual subscription. Agreed that in January 2018, John will send an email to remind all members of 
the 2018 subscription being due, & offer alternative ways of paying. A follow up email will go to any who 
don’t respond, and then phone call to any members who still don’t respond. Agreement that anyone who 
still doesn’t pay will be removed from membership list unless there are special circumstances. 
4. 2018 evening meeting (14th March) – to be led by Morag, on “The Power of the Image”. At St Lukes – 
Rob has already booked this. 
5. BTC – decision to proceed with a BTC in 2018. Manresa House can’t be guaranteed as available, so 
Margaret to pursue holding it at St Mary’s. Agreement that Manresa Link will subsidise this to a level that 
makes if affordable for most, as well as offering a bursary from its own funds for any who would still 
struggle to pay. 
6. Core group meeting at Crown House. Simon fed back that one of the over-riding conclusions was the 
desire for inclusion of Manresa Link members in the discernment process re the future of Manresa Link, 
and this will form the afternoon of the forthcoming AGM. 
7. Further training for prayer guides – there was positive feedback from those who attended the last 
event. Several wanted more, and there were a number of people who had wanted to attend but couldn’t. 
Agreed this should be an ongoing process, and Juliet expressed willingness to continue spearheading it, 
but with suggestion that at upcoming AGM, the opportunity to become involved in organising this should 
be opened up. January/February suggested as possible timing. 
 
 
Reports: 
1. Upcoming RIDLS. City centre RIDL about to commence. Handsworth Anglican parish has booked a 
2018 Lenten RIDL, following prompts from Mary Flitcroft. Mary has agreed to take the lead in organising 
this, with backup. South Birmingham 3-parishes group RIDL – contact for this is now Margaret Brittan. 
No dates set yet, but maybe Lent 2018. Rob Hingley planning another RIDL at Queen’s college, possibly 
Jan/Feb 2018. 
 
Items discussed 
1. Logo – decision to postpone discussion until after the membership discernment process following 
AGM. 
2. Constitution issue – conflict raised between an understanding that RIDL organisers are responsible 
for all that happens on “their” RIDL and the expression in the constitution that speaks of members 
engaged in RIDLS “in their capacity as members of Manresa Link.” This is a legal issue and needs more 
exploration. What do other groups do? 
3. Safeguarding – whatever decisions are reached on point 2 above, best practice would be that we 
should provide Safeguarding training. A starting point in exploring this will be the event being organised 
by the Forum on 5th October at 10.00am, at The Hub. As many Core Group members as possible should 
attend. 
4. AGM arrangements. Discussion/decisions re the timing of the day. Linda to lead opening prayer. 
5. Current financial position. Current account has £1693.55, Deposit account has £4683.18 
6. Thanks and applause given to Rob & Margaret 
 



 
 
 
AOB Simon referred to the Epiphany Group in Scotland, and suggested benefits from liaising with them – 
to be explored! 
 
Next Core Group meeting  agreed to be 2-11-17 at Manresa House (this is now booked but will be in the 
Brigstocke room), opening prayer to be led by Maria 


